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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a second Non-Final Rejection in response to 
communications received on January 14, 2009. Claim 1 has been amended. Claims 6- 
14 have been cancelled. Claims 1-5 and 15 are currently pending and have been 
addressed below. 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendments to the claims are sufficient to overcome the 1 1 2 2 nd 
rejection set forth in the previous office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Von 
Kohorn (5,034,807). 

As per Claim 1, Von Kohorn discloses a system including: 

a media source configured to broadcast via a first marketing channel a show 

(Col. 4, Lines 56-62; Col. 8, Lines 1-23, discloses providing for transmission of the 

television program to a remote audience); 
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an interface configured to accept from a participant input including contact 
information of said participant, a response to an inquiry, and a proposed solution 
incorporating a product of a sponsor and corresponding to said predetermined issue 
related to said business operation (Abstract, via a plurality of remote receiving stations 
wherein one or more members of a remote audience has the opportunity to respond to 
a situation presentation in the television program by entering a response on a keyboard. 
Col. 41, Line 63-Col. 42, Line 12, discloses the responses relating to merchandise being 
advertised (i.e. product of a sponsor)); 

a database constructed to store said contact information, said response, and said 
proposed solution from said participant and link said response and said proposed 
solution to a plurality of responses and a plurality of proposed solutions, respectively, 
from a plurality of other participants based on at least one of said response to said 
inquiry and said proposed solution (Abstract, via a memory response to the instructional 
signal for storing acceptable responses, and a comparison circuit for comparing 
responses entered at the keyboard with those stored in the memory. Col. 15, Lines 5- 
23, via scoring the response); 

a processor constructed to select at least one proposed solution stored on said 
database and incorporate said at least one proposed solution into said storyline (Col. 
15, Lines 5-23, via a machine-readable means too facilitate a reading of the score 
and/or response (i.e. proposed solution) by the host on the television show (i.e. 
incorporated into the storyline)). 
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Examiner asserts that the type of show being broadcasted is considered non- 
functional descriptive material. The type of show being broadcast does not change the 
system as described in Claim 1 . Examiner asserts that Von Kohorn is fully capable of 
incorporating any television show have any storyline. 

Examiner also asserts that the type of proposed solution being entered and 
stored in the system is considered non-functional descriptive material. The information 
provided in the proposed solution does not change the function of the system claimed. 

As per Claim 2, Von Kohorn discloses wherein said interface is communicatively 
coupled to a network for facilitating communication between said participant and the 
plurality of other participants (Col. 19, Lines 8-19, via the system of the invention 
permits participation wherein members in the external audience are to participate with 
members of the studio audience in situations requiring participation). 

As per Claims 3 and 4, Von Kohorn discloses the claimed invention as applied 
to Claim 1 , above. However, Von Kohorn fails to explicitly disclose the product including 
financial assistance products, a transaction card, a financial service, and a loan service. 

Examiner asserts the type of product being incorporated in a proposed solution is 
considered non-functional descriptive material. The type of product does not change the 
function of inputting and storing a proposed solution and incorporating a proposed 
solution in a storyline. 

As per Claim 5, Von Kohorn discloses the claimed invention as applied to Claim 
1 , above. However, Von Kohorn fails to explicitly disclose said show being a reality 
show. 
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Examiner asserts the type of show being broadcasted is considered non- 
functional descriptive material. The fact that the show is a reality show does not change 
the function of the claimed system. Examiner asserts Von Kohorn is fully capable of 
being performed utilizing a reality television show. 

As per Claim 15, Von Kohorn discloses the claimed invention as applied to 
Claim 1 , above. However, Von Kohorn fails to explicitly disclose the owner as a 
participant. 

Examiner asserts the type of participants providing a response and a proposed 
solution is considered non-functional descriptive material. The type of participant does 
not change the function of inputting and storing a response and a proposed solution 
provided by a participant. Von Kohorn is fully capable of utilizing an type of person as a 
participant. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see "Remarks", filed January 14, 2009, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 under 102(e) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Von Kohorn (5,034,807). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,967 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3689 

Wolan (US 2004/0193483) discloses a method and system for advertising 
products. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FONYA LONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5096. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 7:30am-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Janice Mooneyham can be reached on (571) 272-6805. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. U 

Examiner, Art Unit 3689 

/Janice A. Mooneyham/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3689 



